
 FALLACIES OF THE 
CONSPIRATORIAL MINDSET

Uncertainty intolerance

False pattern recognition

Overconfidence & Narcissism

Tribal signaling & identity

Perceived outgroup threat

Uncertainty alters the way how evidence for and against conspiracy 
theories is evaluated (Prooijen, 2013) Conspiracy belief is correlated with 
stronger “illusion of explanatory depth” (Vitriol & Marsh, 2018) and 
satisfies a need for cognitive closure (Marchlewska et al., 2018)

Overconfidence in one's own cognitive ability often underlies conspiratorial belief 
(Pennycook et al., 2022). People who reject scientific consensus think that they know 
the most about science (despite actually know the least) (Light et al., 2022). 
Conspiratorial belief is also related with narcissism (Cichocka et al., 2022)

Desire to be seen as original or unique (Imhoff & Lamberty, 2017) and to satisfy social 
identities or help achieve collective action (Cichocka et al., 2016).
Preference to see themselves as “critical freethinkers” to positively distinguish 
themselves from “the sheeple” (Prooijen, 2019). 

VS

$Lack of control or agency

Believers in conspiracy theories display hypersensitive agency detection (Douglas 
et al., 2016) and increased illusory pattern perception (Prooijen et al., 2018) on 
top of other intuitive biases (Binnendyk & Pennycook, 2022). Conspiratorial 
thinkers tend to show poor analytical thinking skills (Swami et al., 2014) and have 
a tendency to jumping to conclusions (Pytlik, 2020)ep
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Belief in conspiracy theories is intimately connected with feelings of fear, lack of 
control, or powerlessness (Imhoff and Bruder, 2014) and are exacerbated in times of 
social crisis (Prooijen & Douglas, 2017). Social or political ostracism and 
marginalization also increases people’s political conspiracy beliefs (Poon et al., 2020)

Perception that society's fundamental values are threatened by social change 
(Federico, 2018) Believers often feel a hostile outgroup is conspiring against a 
perceiver's ingroup (Imhoff & Lamberty, 2018). Conspiratorial thinking is associated 
with common motivations that drive intergroup conflict (Douglas, 2017). Some 
schizotypies are also predictive of conspiratorial belief (March et al., 2019)

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/ejsp.1922
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/ejsp.2504
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/ejsp.2308
https://psyarxiv.com/d5fz2
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/sciadv.abo0038
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2352250X22001051
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/ejsp.2265
https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2016-06648-008
https://research.vu.nl/en/publications/belief-in-conspiracy-theories-gullibility-or-rational-skepticism
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13546783.2015.1051586
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/13546783.2015.1051586
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1002/ejsp.2331
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2352250X22001063
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0010027714001632
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fpsyt.2020.568942/full
https://psycnet.apa.org/record/2014-05557-004
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/pdf/10.1177/1750698017701615
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/abs/10.1177/0146167219898944
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/ejsp.2495
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/ejsp.2494
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5724570/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schizotypy
https://journals.plos.org/plosone/article?id=10.1371%2Fjournal.pone.0225964

